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The 2013 nominating committee, elected
by the New-Mac membership at the 2012
annual meeting, will meet at the New-Mac
Electric Cooperative office on Highway 86,
Wednesday, August 14, 2013, at 10 a.m. 

Their task, at this meeting, is to nominate
individuals to serve on the New-Mac Board

of Directors. This year, directors will be
elected from Districts 2, 7 and 8 at the
upcoming annual meeting on Saturday,
October 26, 2013. 

Article III, Section 3, of the New-Mac
Electric bylaws sets the date for the nominat-
ing committee meeting not less than sixty

(60) days before the date of the annu-
al meeting. This section of the
bylaws  states: 

“At each annual meeting there
shall be elected by the members
a nominating committee of five
persons and an alternate for

each person so chosen.
Such nominating com-
mittee shall consist of
one person from each
of the districts from

which Directors
are to be elected
at the next annu-

al meeting
and two

members
elected at large,

one of which shall
be from that por-
tion of the
Cooperative
north of the
Newton-
McDonald
County line and
one of which
shall be from
that portion of
the Cooperative
south of the
Newton-
McDonald
County line.
Nominations for
said committee
may be made by
members from

the floor and voted on by ballot. It shall be
the duty of said committee to prepare and
post in the principal office of the Cooperative
at least sixty days before the next annual
meeting a list of nominations for Directors
and to cause said list of nominations for
Directors to be published in one (1) newspa-
per of general circulation in Newton,
McDonald and Jasper Counties, within seven
days of the date of said posting, said list to
contain at least two candidates for each
Director for each vacancy occurring. In the
event that any member of said nominating
committee so chosen shall die, cease to be a
member of the Cooperative, or for any rea-
son become unable to serve on said commit-
tee, then the alternate for that person shall
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Nominating committee to meet in August
New-Mac Electric Cooperative’s annual meeting set for October 26

Nominating Committee Members
District 2 ..................................Bill Whitson
District 7 .................................Frank Boyer
District 8 ..............................Pauline Brisco
Newton Co. At Large ...........Larry Gindling
McDonald Co. At Large........Max Lankford

The committee will meet at the New-Mac
office on Highway 86, Wednesday, Aug. 14,
at 10 a.m.

New-Mac
Districts

See Committee, page 4



Before a single New-Mac
member ever flipped on
a light switch,
Loretta Taylor
was
already
benefit-
ting
from the
only elec-
tric coopera-
tive she has
ever known.

Loretta was
born in January of
1940 to Loren and
Morine Eads at
their home near
Splitlog in western
McDonald County.
Eight months earlier
New-Mac Electric Cooperative had
been formed, when Articles of
Incorporation were signed on May 10, 1939.
It would be another month still before the first
New-Mac members would receive power on
Valentine’s Day of 1940.

But little Loretta was already as snug as bug in
a rug in her newly fashioned walnut cradle that
came from the very trees removed by the co-op in
order to make way for power lines. 

Growing up, Loretta was often reminded of her
link to the co-op. According to Loretta, every time

her folks drove the country road through
the area known as Klondike,

they’d point
and say,
“Right
there is
where
Grandpa
cut those
trees and
built your
cradle.”

Her
“Grandpa,”

Gus Krause,
was one of

New-Mac’s earli-
est members in
McDonald

County. In August
of 1939, he signed

an easement giving
the co-op right of way

through 20 acres of his
property. From that path-

clearing has
come multi-
ple genera-
tions’ worth
of furniture,
and it all
started with
his grand-
daughter’s
first bed.

“He built
that with a
handsaw
and a ham-
mer,” said
Loretta.
“Anything
he built was
just

smooth.”
Gus, a farmer, also built rocking

chairs and ironing boards in his spare
time. Earlier in life, he owned a con-
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See you at the
county fairs

Make sure you stop
by the New-Mac
Electric booth at both
the Newton and
McDonald County
Fairs.

The Newton County
Fair runs July 10-13 in
Neosho, and the
McDonald County Fair
will be held July 18-20
in Anderson.

Come by and visit
with us, and see how
you can be more ener-
gy efficient around your
house.

Plan ahead
Any plans of addi-

tions or upgrades on
your property should
include New-Mac in the
early stages.

Contact the engineer-
ing department about
any project that will
require additional elec-
trical service. Calling
New-Mac early will not
only expedite the
process, but it could
also render money sav-
ing advice.

Contact the engineer-
ing department at (417)
451-1515.

Help yourself to
‘Rural Missouri’

Copies of the latest
Rural Missouri maga-
zine are always avail-
able, free of charge, at
either New-Mac office.  

Outage reporting
To report an outage,

have your map number
ready and call 451-
1515 or (800) 322-
3849.

Heirlooms tie family to
co-op’s beginning

At right, Loretta
Taylor shows a pic-

ture of the house
built by Gus Krause
in the 1920s, which
was one of the first

homes served by
New-Mac Electric in

1940. At far right,
Krause is pictured in

his home, sitting in
one of the rocking

chairs he made.
Above, this walnut

cradle was made by
Krause just before

his granddaughter’s
birth, out of the trees

cleared for New-
Mac’s first power

lines in western
McDonald County.



venience store and mill in Klondike.
Loretta has the cradle in her home today. “My

grandkids love playing with it. It’s still just as
sturdy and it’s got the feather bed down in it that
my grandma made for it.”

But that’s not the only piece of furniture made
from the wood that ties her family to New-Mac
Electric.

Krause kept back some lumber and eventually
passed it on to his daughter Morine, who gave it
to Loretta and her late husband, Clint, for stor-
age in their barn. Morine told the Taylors she
would love to have something built out of the
lumber, and her son-in-law listened.

In 1972, Clint called upon carpenter Jim
Johnson from Wheaton, who kiln-dried the
wood and built a desk for Morine. Soon after, a
family gathering took place, and Krause, around
90 years old, was in attendance.

Clint told him, “We’ve got something to show
you that’s made from your walnut trees.”

Loretta recounted that when he saw it, he
cried and said, “That’s a heritage. That’s some-
thing that can be passed on.”

In the next few years, that same walnut lum-
ber would become even more “ingrained” into
their family’s legacy.

Clint asked Loretta what she wanted from the
remaining wood out in the barn, to which she
said, “I want you to build something for the
girls.”

So, another local carpenter’s skills were enlisted, and three bookcases were crafted for the
Taylors’ daughters – Karen, Judy and Donna.

“They are beautiful bookcases,” said Loretta. “They are unique with like three or four
shelves and rosettes in the side and bottom.”

And one more heirloom would come out of the walnut still. Around 20 years after the book-
cases, Loretta was going to give the last of the stored lumber to her son Mark, who thought
why not just use it. So, he had a doll cabinet made for his
mother, and there was just enough left. Actually, some of
the last wood had worm holes in it, giving the piece a lit-
tle extra character, but Loretta maintains, “I just love it!”

To this day, it amazes Loretta how “connected” her
family is to the electric co-op.

“My grandpa always had New-Mac and my parents.
My husband and I have had New-Mac service since 1958,
and my kids do.”

Both of her sons, Mark and Matt, are served by New-
Mac, and two of her three daughters’ families are part of
the co-op. Donna is a member of neighboring Barry
Electric Cooperative. Loretta now lives in town, but still
has property “on New-Mac.”

In 1939, Gus Krause only thought he was getting lights,
when he gave the REA permission to cut down his trees.
Over 70 years later, his family is sure glad that he did.

“It makes me proud,” said Loretta that her daughters
tell people their bookcases came from “my great grand-
pa’s walnut trees – the same lumber in my baby cradle.”

“And it’s all because of New-Mac having to cut those
walnut trees.”
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 Walnut heirlooms
Continued from page 2

WINTER SQUASH
CHIPS/FRENCH FRIESRecipe of the Month:

Submitted by New-Mac member: Rosa Lee Dilbeck

Send your recipe, along with your name and account number, to: Recipes, c/o
New-Mac Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 310, Neosho, MO 64850; or recipes@new-
mac.com. If your recipe is selected, New-Mac will apply a $15 credit to your bill.

winter squash
vegetable oil
brown sugar

Cut squash into chips or french fries. Place in bowl. Add
small amount of oil (and brown sugar, if desired) over and mix
real good with hands. Spread out on cookie sheet in single
layer and bake at 425º until crispy.

Clockwise from above, this bookcase
is one of three made for Krause’s
great granddaughters from the trees
cut down to make way for the power
lines; this walnut desk was made for
Krause’s daughter and Taylor’s moth-
er in 1972; finally, this doll cabinet
was built for Taylor out of the last of
the walnut in the late 1990s.



Are you seeing cost
increases with practically every

item that you buy? What are we
going to do? Well, I hate problems, but I enjoy
trying to solve them. I have learned that most
can be solved if common sense prevails.
Common sense tells me that if there is a short-
age of funds, I must spend less or make more
money.

Some of you are already thinking, "Here
comes his energy-efficiency stuff again." And
you are right. I have a friend who has lived in
his 1,800-square-foot Doug Rye house for 25
years. He spent an extra $2,000 to build his
house to my specifications, which included a
geothermal heat pump. As best we can deter-
mine, he has saved his family about $10,600 in

utility bills by doing so. And consider this: He
is still saving money every month for as long as
he lives in the house. When someone else lives
in the house, he or she will receive the benefits.
Remember the famous Doug Rye saying?
"Energy efficiency costs nothing, it makes you
money." 

Think of this: If he had not used my tech-
niques in his new house, he would have sent
that $10,600 to the utility company by now.

Actually, he included the $2,000 into his 30-
year loan, which increased his house payment
by $12 per month. That saved him $25 per
month on his utility bill, which means he spent
none of his own money and had a positive cash
flow from day one. That was super-smart plan-
ning.

We are at the beginning of the summer sea-
son. If your utility bills are high, why not make
a plan now that will help you lower those bills?
It's a little difficult for me to tell you exactly
what you need to do at your house, but if you

have read, and continue to read, these columns,
you should be able to develop a good plan. 

With the 30-percent federal tax credit, geot-
hermal is more feasible now than ever, so you
might want to make it a part of your plan.
Since you are a member of an electric coopera-
tive, you can request that the cooperative assist
you. Just give them a call because they definite-
ly want to help you.

Every indication is that electric rates will
increase in the near future. You can either make
and implement your energy-efficiency plan or
find a way to increase your income. Planning is
important, but it is up to you. Feel free to call
me and I will also help you.

Doug Rye is a licensed architect land the host
of the "Home Remedies" radio show – heard
Saturdays at 9 a.m. on KBTN 1420 AM &
KQYX 1450 AM. If you would like advice from
Doug, call his office at 501-653-7931. 

take his place with full power to act as a
member of said committee.”

“Any fifteen or more members may make
other nominations in writing over their sig-
natures within fifteen days from the date of
publication of the nominations of the nomi-
nating committee as above set out; and such
nominations shall be delivered to the
Secretary who shall post the same in the
principal office of the Cooperative at the
same place where the list of nominations
made by the nominating committee is posted.
The Secretary shall mail with the notice of
the meeting a statement of the number of
Directors to be elected and showing sepa-
rately the nominations made by the commit-
tee on nominations and nominations by peti-
tion, if any. Nothing contained herein shall,
however, prevent additional nominations
being made from the floor of the meeting of
the members. The members may at any meet-
ing at which a director or directors shall be
removed, as herein above provided, elect a
successor or successors thereto without com-
pliance with the foregoing provisions with
respect to nominations.”

DISTRICT INFORMATION 
District No. 2 – Commencing at the

Southeast corner of Section 16, Township 25,
Range 32, thence due North to the junction
of U.S. Highway #71 and Newton County
Highway “V”, following Newton County
Highway  “V” North from junction, thence
East along Highway “V” and “J” to the
Newton-Lawrence County line, thence South

to the Southeast corner of Section 14,
Township 25, Range 29, thence West along
section lines to the junction of Missouri
Highway #86, thence continuing West along
said Highway #86 to the place of beginning,
together with all that portion of the
Cooperative territory in Lawrence County
lying due East of the above described district
as extended.

District No. 7 – Commencing on the
Newton-McDonald County line at the
Northeast corner of Section 1, Township 23,
Range 32, McDonald County, Missouri,
thence West along the Newton-McDonald
County line to the Oklahoma State line,
thence South along State line to the
Northwest corner of Section 33, Township
23, Range 34, thence East along the section
line to Northeast corner of Section 34,
Township 23, Range 34, thence South to
Missouri Highway #76, thence East along
Highway #76 to the intersection of U.S.
Highway #71, thence North along Highway
71 to the North line of Section 18, Township
23, Range 32, thence East long section lines
to the Southeast corner of Section 12,
Township 23, Range 32, thence North to
place of beginning.

District No. 8 – Commencing at the
Northwest corner of Section 33, Township
23, Range 34, thence East to the Northeast
corner of Section 34, Township 23, Range
34, thence South to State Highway #76,
thence East on said Highway #76 to its junc-
tion with U.S. Highway #71, thence South
on U.S. Highway #71 to the Arkansas State
line, thence West along the Arkansas State
line to the Oklahoma-Missouri State line,
thence North along the Oklahoma-Missouri
State line to place of beginning.
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P.O. Box 310 — 12105 East Highway 86
Neosho, Missouri 64850

Telephone: 417/451-1515   800/322-3849
Fax: 417/451-9042

Office Hours: Neosho — 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Anderson — 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Or visit us on the Web at 
www.newmac.com.

Management
CEO/General Manager .........Mitch McCumber
Manager of Administration ....Mary Hatfield
Manager of Operations .........Stan Irsik
Controller ..............................Lisa McMeen
Manager of Marketing...........Mark K. Rakes
Billing Supervisor ..................Vickie Stuart

Board of Directors
District 1 ................................Martin Youngblood
District 2 ................................Kenneth Daniels
District 3 ................................Bobby Fields
District 4 ................................Beryl Kennedy
District 5 ................................Billy P. White
District 6 ................................Paul Sprenkle
District 7 ................................Maurice Mailes
District 8 ................................Virgil Winchester
District 9 ................................Dewey Allgood

Services Provided to Members
Call our consumer services department for

information on the following services:
Autowithdrawal Payment

Levelized Billing
Rental Light

Meeting rooms available at both locations
Credit Card Acceptance

Safety Programs (upon request)
Surge Protection

Green Power

Questions? Comments?
Contact: Mark K. Rakes

P.O. Box 310, Neosho, MO
mrakes@newmac.com

Savings start
with a plan


