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to look out for your kids. 
If you see any potential problems with power 

lines or other electrical equipment on your property, 
please call New-Mac. We want to help keep you 
and your family safe! 

Climbing trees near power lines

Do your kids 
know to be safe

around power lines?    
A quick guide for parents on how to keep your kids safe.

As spring comes into full swing, your backyard becomes the perfect 
playground for your children, grandchildren or other little ones in your 
life. It’s great because kids need to get outdoors and enjoy the fresh air. 
You’ve probably heard multiple messages about making sure kids get 
enough exercise each day. 

We understand that time outside is important for your child’s health 
and well-being. So, it’s critical to make sure they have a safe space to 
play. While scrapes and bruises can be a part of the outdoor experience, 
electrical hazards shouldn’t be. Looking up for power lines is one way 

New-Mac Electric’s website, newmac.com, is a wonderful tool for parents to teach their kids to be safe around electricity. Inside 
the “Safety Portal” is the “Kids Corner” with all kinds of activities for kids.

Climbing trees is a 
timeless activity for 
kids. However, 
when a tree is 
too close to 
a power 

April is the official National Kite Month. New-Mac hopes that kids learn to 
fly those kites high but being safe while doing so.

Energy Partners is a monthly publication of New-Mac Electric for the purpose of 
informing members of the programs, services and happenings of and related to 

the cooperative.
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Throughout the years, lineworkers across the country 
have put the good of the community first, leaving their 
families to enter dangerous situations and extreme 
elements: rain, sleet, ice, 
extreme cold and scorch-
ing heat. They are on call 
24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, ready to set 
aside personal priorities, 
holidays, vacations and 
birthdays. 

They do all of this to 
ensure we have power 
flowing to comfortable, 
safe homes. New-Mac 
Electric is extremely proud 
of all of our lineworkers, 
past and present, who have 
built and maintained many 
miles of power lines in our 
service territory to fulfill 
their commitment 
to keeping the lights 
on for our mem-
bership. April 14th 
has been designat-
ed “Lineworker 
Appreciation Day” 
by the Association 
of Missouri Electric 
Cooperatives. 

So, New-Mac, 
along with other 
electric cooperatives 
across the state, ask 
you to help us honor 

the brave men and women at 
the heart of our co-op who work 
hard to keep the lights on. 

New-Mac Electric Cooperative is now accepting applications 
for our 2025 College Scholarship Program.

This marks the tenth consecutive year in which New-Mac will 
be awarding one scholarship to a high school senior in each of the 
10 school districts.

In order to be eligible to receive one of the scholarships, a 
student must be enrolled in one of the following high schools: 
Carthage, Diamond, East Newton, Joplin, McDonald County, 
Neosho, Pierce City, Sarcoxie, Seneca or Wheaton. The appli-
cant’s parent or guardian must be a member of New-Mac Electric 
Cooperative, and the applicant must have a cumulative minimum 
3.0 GPA. Immediate family members of New-Mac employees/
board members are ineligible.

Each scholarship will be in the amount of $500 and will be 

non-renew-
able. The 
scholarship 
must be 
used at an 
accredited 
college or 
university, 
and the 
winner must become a full-time college student, beginning in the 
fall of 2025.

For complete guidelines and an application, visit newmac.com, 
see your school guidance counselor or call our Member Services 
Department at 417-451-1515 or 800-322-3849. 

Seniors! No time to waste!
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New-Mac uses power town 
to demonstrate the dan-
gers of electricty (above). 
Below, we encourage kids 
to get out and play but 
always look up before 
climbing. (At left) Your co-
op attends many school 
functions to teach safety.
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line, it can be a safety threat for anyone 
near the tree, not just our brave little 
climbers.

Here are a few tips to keep yourself 
and your climbing kids safe around 
trees at home:

● Check trees around your property 
to see if they are too close to a power 
line. Trees and tree branches should be 
at least 15 feet away from a power line. 

● Set boundaries on which trees can 
and can’t be climbed. If you see a tree 
that is too close to a power 
line or unsafe to climb, 
use a visual indicator, like 
a strip of paint, and tell 
your child why they can’t 
climb that tree. 

● Call us if a tree is too 
close to a power line. We 
are always happy to help 
remove hazards. Never 
try to clear branches or re-
move a tree near a power 
line yourself.

Kites
As the spring wind 

picks up, it’s a fantastic 
opportunity for your kids to let their kites 
take flight. However, kites and power 
lines don’t mix. To prevent flying straight 
for disaster, make sure you always:

● Fly in an open space away from 
power lines. Feel free to fly if your prop-
erty has plenty of open space. If not, look 
to fly at a park or another public area. 

● Make sure to fly your kite on days 
with good weather. Stormy weather, 
especially lightning, can pose a threat to 
kite flyers. Strong winds can quickly pull 
a kite out of a safe flying range and into 
electrical equipment.

● Never try to retrieve kites caught 
in electrical equipment. If your child’s 
kite comes in contact with a power line 
or other electrical equipment, call us for 
safe retrieval.

RC planes and drones
Taking to the skies with an RC plane 

or drone can be an awesome experience, 
but kids need to understand how to be 
safe with flying tech. Here are a few tips 

you can follow to stay safe around power 
lines:

● Make sure your child is comfortable 
and capable of flying their RC plane 
or drone. They need to understand the 
boundaries and rules that come with 
flying toys.  

● Find an open space for your child to 
fly. Like flying a kite, it’s best to find an 
open field or park free of power lines or 
other electrical equipment.

If you would like more information 
on how to keep your kids safe around 
powerlines (both underground and over 
head), reach out to your Member Service 
Department. They will provide you with 
lots of resources that will inform you on 
the dangers. 

Additionally, on the New-Mac Electric 
website under the “Safety Portal” tab you 
will find the “Kids Corner”. Here New-
Mac provides activities for kids including 
safety videos, activities and coloring 
pages. 

We try to educate all members of 
our community to watch for power 
lines and to be safe around them, it 
doesn’t matter the age.

If you have any questons or would 
like more information on how to be 
safe around electricity please call 
member services at 417-451-1515.
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Main Office:
P.O. Box 310 — 12105 East 

Highway 86
Neosho, Missouri 64850

District Office:
9 Mustang Lane

Anderson, Missouri 64831

Phone: 417/451-1515   
Fax: 417/451-9042

Outages & Payments: 
844/971-1078

Office Hours: 
Neosho — 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

  Anderson — 8 to 11:30 a.m.,  
  12:30 to 5 p.m.

Management Team:
CEO/General Manager - Stan Irsik

System Engineer - Jeff Crites

Manager of Billing Services - Josh King

Manager of Marketing - Mark K. Rakes

Operations Manager - Jeremiah Taylor

Controller - Marti Wiley

Board of Directors:
District 1 - Bruce Youngblood
District 2 - Tim Short
District 3 - Richard Leavens
District 4 - Beryl Kennedy
District 5 - Billy P. White
District 6 - Paul Sprenkle
District 7 - Maurice Mailes
District 8 - Jason Ruddick
District 9 - Jamey Cope

Unclaimed patronage available for 
former members of New-Mac Electric

Names listed are former members 
of New-Mac Electric who have 
unclaimed past patronage with the 
Cooperative. You must contact the 
New-Mac office at 417-451-1515 
within 60 days in order to claim your 
property. Properties listed fall within 
a defined monetary range. For an 
extensive listing of all unclaimed 
patronage, visit our website at new-
mac.com. More names will be pub-
lished in upcoming issues of this 
newsletter.
ADKINS, ALLEN & LYNETTE
ALLEY, DOUGLAS & MANDY BOND
ANDERSON, BRIAN J & LORI M
ANDERSON, ROBERT E & LENORA BELLE
BAKER, DOUGLAS & DEANNA M
BALDWIN, BETTY
BALL, FLOYD
BALLARD, MARVIN
BALMAS, JACK
BARNARD, GLENN & MARY F
BARNARD, ROGER & JEANNE
BARNES, CHRISTOPH KENT
BARNETT, SHERRIE
BAUGH, KENNETH D & IDA MAE
BENTZ, RICHARD
BILYEU, JAN P & LYNETTE R
BLEVINS, JIMMY D & MARGITTA E
BLOOMER, TOMMY
BOMAN, SUE
BOOTHE, RICHARD & HELEN
BRIDGEFORD, LEO & RAMONA
BROKHAUSEN, KENNETH L & ALICE
BROWN, CATHERINE
BUCHANAN, LINDA
BUNCH, ROBERT B & SHEILA E
BURLESON, WILLIAM
CARTER JR, MILBURN
CARTER, SARA J
CASTOR EST, CLYDENE
CENDROSKI, PATRICK
CHALMERS, LARRY & BETH
CHARLAND, ROSE ANNA
CLEAR CREEK FARM INC
CLEAVELAND, DENNIS J & JANET A MITTAG
CLEMENS, PATRICK J & JANE KIDDER
CLOER, CHAD W & GARIANN

COLTON, RICHARD
CORBIN, JIMMIE JOE & BARBARA L
CORNELL EST, BETTY
COTTRELL, JONATHAN W & SUSAN L
CRIDER, RANDALL E & LINDA S
CROWE, SCOTT & SHELLEY
CUMMINGS, FLINT & CHERYL A CHRISTOP-
ULOS
CUPP, JEAN M
CUPPETT JR, THOMAS & CHERYLE
CUSICK, CARL
DAUGHERTY, JACK L
DE ANDA, GREG
DEVRIENDT, WANDA
DIXON, LARRY J & ANOLA MYERS
DREHER, DAPHNE M
ECKMAN, MELINDA S
ELLIOTT, JASON
ENTZ, LINDA
ETIENNE, PAUL & LINDA
FISHER, ELDON J
FISHER, LYLE W & ELLANOR R
FITZJOHN, CRAIG & BARBARA
FORBES, CHARLES & LINDA
FORTENBERRY, WILLIAM B & AIMEE D
FOWLER, L GALEN & CHERYL A
FRAD, WILFRED L
FREEMAN, PHILIP K & LAURA
GAMMILL, GROVER G & GINGER M
GENTRY, GARY
GERMAN EST, DAVID B
GETTING JR, DOYLE O & SANDRA L
GRAY EST, SHARON
GRAY, KARI
GREENE EST, MARGERIE C
GRIFFIN, GARY & TERRY
GTE TELEPHONE OPERATIONS
HARRIS, BARBARA J
HARRIS, ONISKA K
HARRISON, LYN & JILL
HASKINS, JESS & HAZEL
HATFIELD, ROBERT M & JOAN ELLEN
HILL, CANDIS S & MIKE
HILL, JESSE & CAROL
HOLDEN EST, VIRGIL & BETTY A
HOWARD, JOSEPH H & JILL M
HOWELL, TRACY L
JACKSON EST, LOWELL J & ROSELEE A
JACOBS, MIRANDA
JANIK, ELIZABETH M
JANSEN, BRIAN & BELINDA
JEFFREY, BARBARA D
JOHNSON, DAVID E
JOHNSON, LOUIS & GWENDOLYN

JONES EST, GLENDA K
JONES EST, LAWRENCE & LAVAUN
JONES, MABEL
JONES, TERRY M
KAHANEK, TRAVIS & SHELBI
KANABLE, PAMELA
KIDDER, JENNIFER
KIMBROUGH EST, MAXINE
KRAFT EST, LEWIS & MARIE
KRZYZANOWSKI, SEAN & TANIA 
EVENSON
LACY, PATRICK A & MICHA A
LANDMARK FARMS
LANE, JOSHUA & VANESSA PAYNE
LATHAM, VANETTE
LEWIS, JAMES G & BEVERLY A
LONG, KENNETH E & ROSELLEN G
LUEB, NADEAN
MAJERUS, JEROLD
MALONE, RUBY
MARTIN, FLOYD & ZOEY
MATHEWS, CHRIS & WENDY L
MCGARRAH, ROSEMARY
MCGEHEE, RICK
MCGHGHY, GARY G
MCLAUD, CLIFFORD A
MCMANUS, KENNETH L
MIDOUX, ALBERT A & SHARON KAYE
MILLER EST, ROBERT E & BETTY 
MITCHELL-
MILLER, JOYCE
MOORE, LUETTA
MOSLEY, ELLA MAE
MURRAY, GWEN
MURRAY, KIPP A & CAROL A
MUSGROVE, THOMAS M & TRACY L
NAGLE, CHRISTIAN R
NEAL, KAREN M
NELSON, JUDITH L
NEUMANN, TIM & HEIDI
NEWHARD, LARRY D
NORRIS, TERRY
NUTTING EST, J R
ORTEGA, AMANDA & JENNIFER 
HEATHINGTON
OWENS II, GEORGE M
PANKEY, BRIAN
PATRICK, WAYNE & SUSAN
PETTRY, MARK L
PHILLIPS, BRIAN & PAM BUSHEY
PHILLIPS, JOSEPH F
POCKRUS, BILLY J & BETTY B
POLHEMUS, DAVID & BETTY
PRATER EST, MARVIN

PRUFER, ERIC T
QUALLS EST, RICHARD & MARY IRENE
QUIER EST, DOROTHY
REED, JACK
REEVES, WILLIAM D & NORMA
REYNOLDS, EVERETT E & ROSALEE
RICHARDS, JODY & CELINA
RIDENOUR, JIMMIE P & FRANKIE E
RINEHART, CHARLES & SHERI
ROBINSON, HAROLD F & SANDRA SUE
ROTHERMEL, MICHAEL & BRIGITTE B 
BODLE
SAMUELSON, MICHAEL R
SCRIBNER, C TRAVIS & MARSHA
SCRIVEN, BRENDA S
SELF, BRADLEY GENE & JANELLE LAU-
DERDAL
SHELDON, RON
SHOBE EST, BETTY
SHOLEY, RONALD & CAROLE J
SMITH, LESTER
SMITH, RAMEY & ROBIN
SMITH, TRAVIS JOE
STARCHMAN, RONALD K & BARBARA
STEPHENSON, J KENT & AMY B
STEWART, GERALD M
STEWART, JASON & MELANIE
STIREWALT, JOE & JUNE
SURFACE, DAVID
TAICLET, LARRY G & MARILYN S
TAYLOR JR, ALFRED L & JANET B
THOMPSON, BILLY & NORMA
TILLOTSON, GARY & DONNA
TOLAND, MICHAEL
ULMER, DONNA JAN
URANGA EST, EMIL & WANDA
VAUGHAN, GARY & MICA
WADE, HENRY & WANDA
WADE, SCOTT E & SUNDAE D
WALKER, JENNY
WALL, DAVID H & CHARLOTTE
WEBSTER, DAVID C
WEINY, MARK D & LADONNA A
WELLS, WILLIAM M & JUANITA M
WILKERSON, BARBARA & BARBARA
WILKS, MICHAEL D & MELANIE J MORGAN
WILLIAMS, A E & MARILYN CARNELL-W
WILSON, JAMES
WILSON, MARY E & TERESA J
WITT EST, FRANCIS L
WOOD, HAROLD
WRIGHT, JAMES & CHRISTINA
YOCUM, CLAUDE & LINDA
YOUNG, MARK R & MICHELLE A


